
Good evening classmates, parents, teachers and staff. It is an honour to be graduating beside 
you all today I would like to thank Mrs. Lizee, Mr. Lamoureux and the teachers and staff of St. 
Andrew’s. Thank you to family friends and everyone present here today. You have all shaped us 
into the people we are today, and without your support we could have become extremely 
different individuals.  
 
Many of us have attended St. Andrews since Kindergarten, others from Junior high or senior 
high, but no matter the length of time here we all have many great memories of this school. I 
think we can all agree that the grade 9 trip was a big highlight from our school years. But we 
also didn’t have to leave the province for memorable moments. Many came from inside the 
classroom. For me, moments like Mrs. Billiard’s Science 10 escape rooms, Chemistry 
experiments with Ms. Vietch (especially my potassium permanganate accident), dissections in 
biology with Ms. Canon, and the unbearable reading of “Romeo and Juliet” in English with 
Voysey where we ridiculed the entire play. These and so many more are ingrained in my brain 
never to be forgotten.  
 
The year 2020 is an especially memorable one. Each month seems to bring a new situation we 
have to learn to adapt to. I don’t think any of us expected our last day of high school would be 
on a random Friday in March. The global outbreak of COVID-19 brought a tremendous amount 
of changes to our daily lives. Schedulized classes changed into virtual meetings, our peers 
became distant and a once full parking lot is now empty. Despite the experiences we may feel 
like we missed out on, we are resilient and adaptable. We’ve been able to continue to work hard 
and we should be proud of our success not only this troubled semester, but of our entire 
academic careers so far. While this may not have been the picture perfect senior year I’m sure 
we all imagined, we have learned valuable lessons of determination and we are still here as a 
graduating class of 2020 who have been bonded together by this crazy experience. While we 
may have to be six feet apart, we still are able to come together and celebrate this milestone in 
our lives.  
 
A special thank you goes out to all the staff who have helped not only myself, but also my fellow 
graduates. You have helped guide us towards a successful future. The amount of kindness and 
investment into both our academic and personal lives has been amazing. Teachers too were 
able to overcome the struggle of no longer teaching in a classroom and were still able to provide 
us with the material needed to be successful in our courses. These unprecedented times have 
been made easier through the amount of time each one of our teachers have set aside to make 
the transition from in class to online easier and as always they were still there for us when 
questions arose. Without their help none of us would be standing here today. Thank you for 
pushing us on the days we did not want to learn as well as allowing us to go off curriculum with 
your stories and words of wisdom.  
 
When I was in elementary I always looked into the high school and couldn’t believe how grown 
up they looked. It’s crazy to think how we are now the students that elementary kids see when 
they are going to Music. We have our whole futures ahead of us. Our adaptability will allow us to 



reach the many goals we have set for ourselves whether it be psychology, engineering, 
entertainment, health care or a trade.  Even if we haven’t totally decided our next steps it’s 
okkkk because we are the class that rolls with whatever life and this crazy world throws at us 
and we overcome.  
 
We may drift apart, but we will always be connected by the memories we share. A big 
congratulations to us, the Class of 2020! I wish everyone health and happiness in your future 
and I am confident that we will be resilient in any struggles the future may bring us. In closing, I 
would like to leave you with words from Harriet Tubman. “Always remember, you have within 
you the strength, the patience, and the passion to reach the stars to change the world.”  


